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throughout the day, which brought forth some compli-
ments from my father, who observed, if I persevered, it was
not yet too late to make myself a proficient in the law, and
should I prefer so doing to continuing in the military line
he had not any objection. He, however, desired me to con-
sider well ere I resolved, and not to pursue the law unless
I felt confident of myself, and that I should not fall into
similar errors as formerly. As usual, I deceived myself,
thinking I possessed more resolution and fortitude than was
in my nature. At the expiration of a month I told my
father I had maturely thought upon the subject, was con-
vinced I could now control my passions, resist temptation,
and act in every respect as prudence dictated. I therefore
determined to stick to the desk. He answered, " Be it so,
William, with all my heart, and I hope and trust I never
shall have another occasion to upbraid you on the score
of disappointing me*"